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nation, a nation that was unknown almost to all
others, and made a point never to communicate its
doctrines to strangers. . . . Allegory is an instrument
which will do anything. The system of a figurative
meaning once admitted, one soon sees everything in
everything, as in the clouds. The matter is never
embarrassing, all that is wanted is spirit and imagina-
tion. The field is large and fertile, whatever explica-
tions may be required.'

'Some scholars/ he continues, 'more judicious,
better instructed also in the history of the early
nations whose colonies first discovered the "West, and
familiar with Oriental languages, have at last, after
clearing mythology of the rubbish with which the
Greeks had covered it, found the true key of it in
the actual history of the early nations, their opinions
and their rulers, in the false translations of a number
of simple expressions, the meaning of which had been
forgotten by those who nevertheless continued to use
them; and in the homonymies which out of one
object, designated by various epithets, have made so
many different beings or persons.
, eBut these keys which open so well the meaning
of historical fables, do not always suffice to give a
reason for the singularity of the dogmatic opinions,
nor of the practical rites of the early nations. These
two portions of heathen theology depend either on
the worship of the celestial bodies, well known by
the name of Sabeism, or on the probably not less
ancient worship of certain terrestrial and material
objects, called f&iche, among the African negroes (he
meant to say, by those who visited the African ne-
groes), and which for this reason I shall call Fetichisme.